60                         SHORT STORIES

also useful in the performance of worship. Parasar
would himself conduct the worship in his house
on most days, but on the few days when he was
engaged in something else, he would ask this
servant to perform it.

When Parasar performed the worship he
would sometimes spend hours together, and some
days a very short time, at the shrine. The brahmin
servant's worship always occupied a certain length
of time. It consisted of a certain amount of
repetition of the texts in praise of God, certain
performances and service to the images, certain
offerings, all according to a scheme prescribed
by the elders. In this scheme, also, there was
some provision for omissions and additions, so
that when a man was in a hurry, he could finish
the worship somewhat more quickly than usual.
On some days when the servant conducted the
worship Parasar would say to him : " Is worship
over so soon ? " This always hurt the man.

u Why does he ask me such a question ? " he
would say to himself. The third or the fourth time
when he was asked this question by his master, this
brahmin thought within himself: aThis gentleman
sometimes finishes worship in less than a quarter
of an hour; yet when I spend three quarters of an
hour on it he tells me I have finished soon.'5